
 

NEW TOURIST STOPS 
 
Sadhu Coffee Shop 
In downtown Saaremaa there's now a distinctive new coffee shop. In this 
eastern-themed coffee shop, named after the Indian word for a nomadic holy 
man, you can buy a range of refreshments. Besides coffee, you can also buy 
attractive oriental clothes and beautiful handicrafts. 
www.sadhu.ee 
 

Allika Holiday Home 
In northern Saaremaa, near Leisi, in Hiievälja village, lies a private 
holiday home. The cosy, dinky log cabin sleeps 6-8 people in three 
rooms – the perfect place to spend a great summer holiday. The house is 
surrounded by forest, where you can hunt for nuts, mushrooms and 
berries. www.allikavilla.ee  
 

Laugu Holiday Farm 
The Laugu Holiday Farm is a traditional, old-fashioned farm situated 
in Laugu village, Leisi parish, 500 metres from Soela Bay. The main 
building was constructed in 1926 and was turned into a cosy 
guesthouse in 2009. It has five bedrooms, a spacious living room with 
open-plan kitchen, a sauna and a display of old tools and machines. 
You can also spend the night in an individual log cabin and use the    

                                       smoke sauna. laugu@pikse.ee  
 
For information on all the tourism companies on Saaremaa go to www.visitestonia.com  
 
 
TOURISM NEWS 
At the end of January, the BilliardEtta  pool lounge was opened in the Spa Hotel Rüütli, 
offering the ideal opportunity to play pool in a cosy, modern lounge setting. There are two 
pool tables in the lounge, and a stylish communication centre with comfortable sofas and 
cushions. The hotel also plans to open a smoking area in the near future. 
www.saaremaaspahotels.eu 
 
This year, the Grand Rose Spa's Rose restaurant is offering good-value evening meals in 
addition to lunch. It offers generous three-course à la carte suppers. The lunch menu changes 
every day, while the supper menu changes once a month. www.grandrose.ee 
 
In conjunction with its associates, Villa Driver , next to the Kuressaare golf course, offers 
seven different accommodation packages. There are different packages for romanticists, bon 
vivants, sauna lovers, as well as golf friends. For more active holidays it’s also possible to 
book a business package. www.villadriver.ee  
 
Thinking of all the women, irrespective of their nationality, age, personal status or number of 
children they have, Go Spa has devoted the whole month of March to women, in honor of 
the international women’s day held on the 8th of March. On this occasion different exciting 
surprises will be added to the rooms of the ladies. www.gospa.ee  
 



 

Arensburg Boutique Hotel & Spa now offers a new romantic package – seal watching trip 
to Vilsandi Nature Reserve. In the three day package the visitors can enjoy the 
accommodation in the exclusive Superior room, breath the cool spring air on the seal 
watching trip, which also includes a picnic and feel cozy in the hotels hot private saunas. 
www.arensburg.ee  
 
On 13th March the historical halls of Pädaste Manor will be filled with welcoming, spiritual 
melodies. With her renowned warmth, and through her uplifting songs, Gerli Padar tells 
stories about friends and friendship. She will be accompanied by guitarist Taavi Lang on the 
Night of Beautiful Songs. www.padaste.ee  
 
On 20th March, Lotte – a big favourite with children – will be waiting for the kids in GO 
Spa. Children can look forward to a fun Saturday in the company of the friendly dog-girl. 
There'll be no shortage of activities or games. Lotte has lots of competitions and games for 
them to play. www.gospa.ee  
 
On 20th March Georg Ots Spa and Tallinna Musical Shcool (which bears the name of Georg 
Ots) celebrate Georg Ots 90th jubilee in Saaremaa, GO Spa hotel. A multifarious concer 
evening around the time of „Five o’clock tea“ in planned. In the evening Maarja Aarma & 
The Band will perform. www.gospa.ee  
 
20th March is the day when spring arrives. To mark this occasion, the Saaremaa Pegasus 
restaurant near the Saaremaa Golf Course will be holding a spring concert with Karl Madis . 
Anyone who loves music and dance is welcome to come and celebrate the arrival of spring in 
great company. www.saaregolf.ee  
 
In April, there will be a book presentation at the Muusa restaurant in the Arensburg 
Boutique Hotel & Spa. Mihkel Raud is coming to Saaremaa to introduce his new work. He 
will be presenting the scandalous book he brought out last year – Musta Pori Näkku – and his 
very latest novel – Sinine on mu Taevas. www.arensburg.ee  
 
On 9th April there will be a wine tasting open to all in the wine cellar of the Arensburg 
Boutique Hotel & Spa. Guests will be able to sample different Italian wines as part of this 
event, which is called "A Journey through the Flavours of Southern Italy". www.arensburg.ee  
 
In April, the famous Eino Baskin will be coming to Saaremaa to introduce his new book 
Naer Läbi Pisarate in the Muusa restaurant in the Arensburg Boutique Hotel & Spa. The 
much loved comedian’s life hasn’t been always as funny and spirited as his stage roles might 
suggest. His book will talk readers through it all. www.arensburg.ee  
 
As spring approaches, the Muusa restaurant in the Arensburg Boutique Hotel & Spa will be 
hosting a range of concerts. In March, the audience will be able to enjoy new songs by Maian 
Kärmas, which are collectively entitled "Õnneleid". In May, music lovers are expected to 
flock to the Mother’s Day concert. www.arensburg.ee  
 
In Pädaste Manor an exciting presentation of the Alexander restaurant's summer menu 
will take place between 30 April and 2 May. Pädaste Manor’s chefs, who carefully select 
local ingredients, have prepared a menu for the tourist season under the theme of Cuisine of 
the Nordic Islands. www.padaste.ee  
 



 

As summer draws closer, Estonians will grow more and more fond of barbecues. To mark this 
occasion, an opening party for the barbecue season will be held in the courtyard of the 
Veski Tavern. Guests will be able to enjoy delicious grilled dishes and listen to live music on 
the terrace. www.veskitrahter.eu  
 
 
CULTURAL EVENTS IN 2010 SPRING 
10. March theatre play „Kartulimoos ehk Chelsea Win“ Kuressaare Town Theatre 
20. March-22. March Saaremaa Mini Theater Days in Saaremaa Ühisgümnaasium  
26. March Vana Baskini theatre play ”Worse than in Hollywood” Kuressaare   
              Cultural Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
03. April concert Mahavok – Meridiaanid, Kuressaare Sports Center 
03.April Arensburg Lounge Restaurant Muusa – Jazz Boutique - performing Penrose 
14. April Childrens runic songs at Mihkli museum 
17. April „Look Kool“ 2010 Saaremaa fashion competition at Kuressaare Cultural Center 
28. April Jazz del Mar concert - Eyolf Dale and UMA & Andi Pupato in Kuressaare Cultural 
Center 
30. April Vallikraavi water rally 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
04. May-9. May  Kuressaare town 447. Birthday events 
08. May  Captens Day at Ringsu harbour in Ruhnu  
08. May Saaremaa Laululind 2010 singing competitions final concert in Kihelkonna library  
09.May Mothers day celebrations in Kuressaare 
14. May Skara choir concert in Kihelkonna church  
28. May Awakening party of the Saaremaa song festival in Kuressaare town park, Kärla park  
               and Valjala  
29. May 49th annual Saare County Song Festival „Hoiame kokku” at Kaarma stronghold 
30. May Day of Fun for children in Kuressaare. Procession in the town and a concert in the 
castle yard 
 
Lisainfo:www.kultuuri.net 



 

 
 
THE WINTER CAME AND STAYED  
Although Saaremaa's highways agency didn’t think this year’s extraordinary winter weather 
merited opening the long-awaited ice road between Muhumaa and the mainland, there are 
other wonderful opportunities to enjoy various winter activities. There are almost 50 
kilometres of ski runs in Saaremaa and Muhumaa. The longest pistes are in Karujärve, where 
you can enjoy both classic and freestyle skiing, on pistes that are 
3, 5 and 10 kilometres long. The residents of Kuressaare love the 
illuminated ski runs in the Kuressaare Health Park and the 
Kudjape-Upa ski runs near the city. Those who prefer skating 
can choose between a variety of skating rinks in Saaremaa. 
Hockey fans can enjoy playing on the illuminated skating rink at 
the Kuressaare Vanalinna school. If you prefer figure skating 
with musical accompaniment, the skating rink in the grounds of Kuressaare Castle park near 
the Lossikonna coffee shop is perfect for you. Those who are looking for a less active 
experience can enjoy a fun sledge ride in the beautiful winter weather. Climb aboard the 
sledge and let the horses from the Tihuse Holiday Farm pull you along at a gallop through the 
crisp winter air – most invigorating. Even the huge mountains of snow from the city streets 
have been given a new entertaining purpose – they have been turned into a snow city between 
the castle grounds and Kuressaare beach. Let’s enjoy this extraordinary winter as long as it 
lasts! www.saaresport.ee, www.tihuse.ee 
 

Source: Meie Maa 

 



 

NEW TOURIST GUIDE OUT NOW  
At the end of last year, the Foundation Saaremaa Tourism brought out the new Saaremaa and 

Muhu tourist guide for 2010. This is now in its 13th edition, which is 
good news for regular visitors to Saaremaa. Previous covers showed the 
architecture, people and wildlife of Saaremaa, but this year's cover 
features local girls holding the traditional apron worn by the wife of the 
legendary Saare hero, Suur Tõll. The guide is now as informative as 
always– in addition to the usual maps and reviews of popular 
destinations, it now also tells visitors about transport between the 
mainland and the island, accommodation, places to eat and the clean, 
natural beauty of Saaremaa environment. The guide has been translated 
into more and more languages over the years. This year it’s available in 
Estonian, Russian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Finnish, Swedish, English and 

German. www.saaremaatourism.ee 
 
 
NOW EVEN MORE WAYS OF GETTING TO SAAREMAA 
At the end of last year, a 500-metre runway extension was opened at Kuressaare airport. It 
took longer to build than expected, due to heavy rainfall, but now the 2000-metre-long 
runway is finally ready. This longer runway, with its new asphalt coating, means it’s now 
possible to land 110-seater Boeings for the first time. In the winter 
season, planes will fly only to Tallinn and Ruhnu, but from the 
beginning of summer there will be much more traffic on the 
runway. From the end of April Estonian Air will start flying from 
Kuressaare to Stockholm. From May onwards, Matka-Vekka OY 
will be providing charter flights between Kuressaare and various 
cities in Finland. In early summer and autumn, Matka-Vekka will 
offer a total of 12 flights between Saaremaa and our northern 
neighbours. This year, for the first time, there will be flights available between Saaremaa and 
our eastern neighbours too. In May, the Grand Rose Spa Hotel and Viimsi Spa Tervis will be 
offering return charter flights between Tallinn, Saint Petersburg and Kuressaare. So there is 
now an alternative to long journeys by car, ferry and boat to get to Saaremaa. You can now 
also travel to Saaremaa on one of our new airlines! For more details visit: www.eeke.ee. 
 
 
VÄLKOMMEN TILL ÖSEL! 
Swedes have a nostalgic attitude towards Estonians, which stems from the distant past, when 
Estonia was still part of the kingdom of Sweden. They especially appreciate western Estonia 

and the local islands, which are the closest Estonian territory to 
Sweden. As the memory of the Livonian war fades in the minds 
of modern Swedes, they might need a little reminder of the 
wonderful things that Saaremaa has to offer. This year, this 
important task falls to the West-Estonian Islands Tourism 
Development Centre NGO. In collaboration with Tallink, an 
organisation encouraging Swedes to visit Estonia, the centre 
plans to run a huge advertising campaign in Sweden in March 

and April. Their joint campaign will see a total of 200 billboards going up, inviting passers-by 
to visit Estonia and Saaremaa. Saaremaa will also be advertised in the print media as a 
wonderful place to visit for relaxation. Themed advertisements will appear in two daily 



 

newspapers - Dagens Nyheter and Expressen. In addition, advertisements will appear in two 
magazines targeted at women. M Magasin is aimed at women aged 50+, who are active and 
have money to spend, while Må Bra is the biggest health magazine in Sweden, focusing on 
the body and mind. Saaremaa will also get advertising space in the Tallink newspaper Club 
One, and Swedes are being invited to Saaremaa through various electronic channels as well 
(the Tallink homepage, Facebook, e-mail, advertisements to Tallink’s client base, etc). The 
whole campaign should encourage Swedes to consider Saaremaa as a good place to spend a 
relaxing break. Hopefully we will be hearing the melodious tones of Swedish more and more 
on the streets of Kuressaare, thanks to the successful campaign which has already started this 
season. 
 
 
TO THE FAIR, TO THE FAIR! 
When the weather warms up, local traders wipe the winter dust off their products and head 
outdoors. It’s happening again this year: from May onwards, many different fairs will be held 
in Kuressaare. The fair season starts on 8 May with the charity spring fair organised by the 
Kuressaare Lions Club, on the grounds in front of the Kuursaal and on the surrounding paths. 
This will be followed by the Kuressaare garden and flower days on 28 and 29 May. In 
addition to flowers, bedding plants and gardening accessories, you can buy all sorts of 
handcrafted items at the fair. Various acts by amateur entertainers will keep the party mood 
going. Near Kuressaare beach, on the Tivoli grounds, the Saare Fish and Food Fair will take 
place for the first time (17-18 July). Visitors can try and buy different fish products and listen 
to talks by representatives of food manufacturers. There are also many spring fairs happening 
outside Kuressaare. 
  
          1 May Spring Fair outside the Pöide community office 
          8 May Sakla White Bread Fair in the Sakla cultural  
                     centre 
          9 May Spring Fair in Orissaare 
          15 May Leisi Spring Fair in Leisi stadium 
          22 May Muhu Spring Fair  
          30 May Spring Fair in Sandla 
          30 May Spring Fair on the Kõljala village square 
 
 
KURESSAARE RESORT – 170 YEARS 
Saaremaa is often jokingly called Spa-reemaa, and Kuressaare is known for being the 
Estonian spa capital. This year there will probably be even more talk about this than usual, as 
the resort of Kuressaare is celebrating its 170th anniversary. Kuressaare’s first mud treatment 

facility was opened back in 1840 by an enterprising man called 
Jakob Weise. His healing baths, using local healing mud, 
became instantly famous and soon visitors were enjoying mud 
and water treatments in the whole building. In 1935, with its 
three mud treatment centres, Kuressaare was considered one of 
the best resorts in Europe. Today, visitors to Kuressaare can 
enjoy healing and relaxing treatments in seven different spas. 
Fittingly grand celebrations are planned to celebrate the 

longevity of the resort of Kuressaare. Activities that were popular during the glory days of the 
resort are to be revived. This year, entertainers with long strings of pearls and wave-like curls, 



 

enjoying the glamorous resort life, will be seen in Saaremaa on several occasions. A host of 
cultural events will be held to mark the anniversary of the resort:  
 
5 May Spa Tourism Conference: 'From Mud Resort to Holiday Capital' 
5 May Opening of the exhibition: 170 Years of the Kuressaare Resort  
8 May Presentation of the book Kuressaare Kuurort 170 (170 Years of the Kuressaare Resort) 
5-6 June Opening of the swimming season with an exhibition entitled 'Kuressaare –  
             Paradise of the Bathing Gentry' 
5-6 June Fashion show: 'Beach Fashion through the Ages' 
 
In addition to the aforementioned events, you can listen to different concerts in the band 
pavilion in the park on dusky summer nights, in keeping with the old resort tradition. So there 
should be something to entertain every visitor to Kuressaare.  
 
 
KURESSAARE IS CELEBRATING ITS ANNIVERSARY 
Kuressaare became famous as a resort 170 years ago, but its history as a city dates back much 
further. In the first half of the 13th century, reinforcement work began on the territory of the 
Archbishop of Riga, on the site where islanders traded on the estuary of River Põduste. Next 
to the bishop's castle, which was built about a century later, a small village started to grow, 
which was mentioned in writing for the first time in 1424. A place then known as Arensburg 
was officially granted city rights on 8 May 1563 by Duke 
Magnus. This important event took place 447 years ago, and 
the inhabitants of Kuressaare celebrate it for a whole week. 
During the anniversary week, the only city in Saaremaa hosts 
many different events. Traditionally, during this week, 
medals are handed out to reward residents who have served 
Kuressaare city well over the year. As for entertainment, 
there are various concerts and theatrical shows. A member of 
the Association of Healthy Estonian Cities, Kuressaare offers 
some exiting sporting events. Participants can compete in running and sailing races and 
football matches. On this occasion, all visitors will be allowed to visit the city’s flagship - 
Admiral Cowan, which is moored in Roomassaare port. As Mother’s Day falls within the 
anniversary week, there will be a tribute to the Saare county mother of the year 2010, and men 
and boys will sing at the Cultural Centre. The full schedule can be found on the Kuressaare 
city homepage at: www.kuressaare.ee  
 
 
SMALL FROM THE OUTSIDE, BIG FROM THE INSIDE - MUHUM AA 
Muhu island is often overshadowed by its neighbour Saaremaa – but without good reason. 
Although Muhu has a small surface area, it has just as much to offer visitors as its bigger 

neighbours. The uniqueness of Muhu island has been recognised by 
many national and international tourist organisations. At the end of 
last year, a reputable travel website – Jetsetter – put Muhu in 9th 
place in its list of the best islands in the world. In January,  luxury 
travel magazine Condé Nast Traveller ranked Manor Pädaste on 
Muhu island among the top ten best spas in Eastern Europe. In 
February, the Estonian Association of Travel Agents chose Pädaste 
Manor as the best tourist site in 2009. Surely all this praise and 



 

glory isn’t for nothing? As well as having the only five-star hotel in Estonia outside Tallinn, 
Muhu is also home to some rather exotic animals and birds – kangaroos, ostriches and emus. 
Muhu is also one of the best places to discover regional handicrafts – in addition to the 
historical handcrafted items in the museum, you can see modern handicrafts in the handicraft 
and leather house in Liivi village centre and try them out for yourself. So next time you drive 
off the ferry, let the other cars race to Kuressaare while you take your time to discover 
wonderful Muhumaa. www.muhu.info 
 
 
INVITATIONS FROM THE ISLANDERS  
Propusk was a magic word for anyone who wished to visit Saaremaa in Soviet times. This 
invitation (called propusk in Russian) gave you the freedom to drive on board the ferry under 
the watchful eyes of the border guards in Virtsu port. For 
those who didn’t have that special invitation, the military 
border area remained inaccessible. These special invitations 
undoubtedly played a part in giving Saaremaa its mystical 
aura. As propusk limited the number of people getting there, 
it created a veil of mystery around the whole island. But 
many people would prefer to forget the Soviet times and 
never talk about them again. In spite of this, the Saaremaa 
Tourism Foundation has made a bold move by resurrecting 
these invitations. While older people will be glad to receive them, propusk also helps to 
educate the younger generation, about our not so pleasant past. These nostalgic invitations 
include a small questionnaire about Saaremaa. On the back of the invitations are the names of 
members of the Saaremaa Tourism foundation and the advantages you can get by showing 
this card. The invitations have been handed out at Baltic and Finnish travel fairs, where 
propusks have been recognised with both humour and nostalgia.  
www.saaremaatourism.ee  
 
 
THE BEST OF SAAREMAA TOURISM 
It’s a common tradition to summarise the achievements and activities of the last 12 months at 
the end of the year. The same goes for the Saaremaa tourist industry. Organised by the Islands 

Tourism Development Centre NGO, the top performers in the 
Saaremaa tourist industry were announced in Pilguse Manor at the end 
of December 2009. The high achievers were split into three different 
categories. The award for best tourist enterprise went to the Veski 
Tavern, which has been adding value to traditional catering companies. 
Events taking place during the summer, introducing the area's cultural 
heritage, various handicraft fairs, concerts, book presentations and 
more, all took place in Veski. The title of best tourism developer went 
to Alver Sagur, who is leading the development of the three most 
important tourist sites in Saaremaa. He oversaw the establishment of 
the Kaali Visitor Centre and the Kaali Tavern. He then organised the 
restoration of the Mustjala cliff and is currently engaged in one of the 

most innovative tourism projects in Saaremaa: setting up the Cultural Heritage Centre on 
Angla Windmill Hill. The title of best tourism activist went to Karmen Paju from the 
Kuressaare Tourist Information Centre. She has been the region's tourism coordinator for 
years, and is now an undisputed opinion-former.  
 



 

SEA AND JUNIPERS LURE PEOPLE TO SAAREMAA 
At the tourism fair Tourest 2010, a survey was carried out among the visitors. The summary, 
based on the completed questionnaires, is rather interesting. From the answers to the question 
'What do you like about Saaremaa?' it appeared that people most appreciate the natural 
environment (junipers and the sea). Also ranked highly among 
the positive characteristics of Saaremaa are the friendly locals. 
We were pleased to see that many people couldn’t answer the 
opposite question ('What don’t you like about Saaremaa?') or 
else they answered that they like absolutely everything. Most of 
the negative comments were about the ferry connection and 
transport links. One in ten visitors mentioned that it was too 
crowded in summer with too many visitors from our 
neighbouring countries in the north. On the occasion of the resort’s anniversary, visitors were 
asked which Saaremaa spa they recalled first. It turned out that the GO Spa, which was named 
first by almost 40% of all respondents, is the undisputed leader here. It was followed by the 
Grand Rose Spa (19%) and the Hotel Rüütli (17%). The top cultural event remembered by 
visitors was the Saaremaa Opera Festival (34%), followed by Õlletoober (26%) and the 
Maritime Festival (12%).  
 
 
The next newsletter will come out at the beginning of the 2010 summer season. Meanwhile 
we would like to hear your feedback, recommendations and opinions. If you don’t wish to 
receive this newsletter any more, please send a message to that effect to one of the following 
addresses: 
 

Kuressaare Tourist Information Centre and West-Estonian Islands Tourism Development 
Centre NGO 

turism@kuressaare.ee; info@visitsaaremaa.ee 
 
Photos used: Kuressaare Town Hall, Museum of Saaremaa, Reet Truuväärt, Pädaste Manor, Saaremaa 
Ühisgümnaasium 


